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AFNIM. AFOOP. AND AFX PD. AU CY FOR COUNTERINSURGENCY 

COURSE, AC CSC . THAILAND CY FOR AC/S INTELLIGENCE. 

AC/S INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY NR 1.18-63. THIS MESSAGE IN FIVE PARTS 

PART I. REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
\ 

CONTINUING ITERNAL DISSATISFACTION WITH THE REGIME OF 
PRESIDENT DIEM WAS HIGHLIGHTED BY TWO SIGNIFICANT EVENTS OVER 

4 

THE WEEKEND . THE FIRST WAS THE SIXTH SELF-IMMOLATION SUICIDE 
PROTEST BY BUDDHISTS AGAINST THE GOVE EMMETT SINCE MAY WHILE 
THE SECOND INVOLVED THE DEFECT ICE OF- A VNAF FIGHTER PILOT TO 

cambcdia with an a-ih aircraft, ,lsu, in connection with the 

BUDDHIST MONK’S SUICIDE- 'TREE MS CORRESPONDENTS WERE SET 
UPON AND MAULED BY POLICE . -TTZEP7 1 JG TO PREVENT PHOTOGRAPHING 
-'F THE BONZE. THE US HhS LODGED .•■u uFFICxAL PROTEST OVER THE 
INCIDENT WHICH WILL FURTHER ESTRANGE ALREADY STRAINED WESTERN 
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GIVEN PERMISSION 3Y SECT LEADERS. ALSO, THAT PROTEST GEST- 
URES, PERHAPS INCLUDING FURTHER SUICIDES, MIGHT BE ORGANIZED 
FOR THE US CO N GRES S LQMAL DELEGATION CURRENTLY’ INVESTIGATING \ 

THE SITUATION IN THE RVN. 

THE DEFECTION INCIDENT OCCURRED DURING A ROUTINE FERRY 
FLIGHT FROM BIEN HOA TO DA NANG WHEN THE FLIGHT LEADER, AFTER 
TAKEOFF, PROCEEDED DIRECTLY TOWARD PHNOM PENH. HIS WINGMAN 
BROKE OFF AT THE CAMBODIAN BORDER AND RETURNED TO BASE. COL 
HIEN, VNAF COMMANDER, STATED THE DEFECTION MAY BE THE RESULT 
OF PERSONAL FRICTION WITH THE SQUADRON COMMANDER BUT MOST 
LOKELY WAS DUE TO POLITICAL DISSATISF ACTI ON . THE VNAF CAP- 
TAIN HAS ASKED FOR POLITICAL ASYLUM IN CAMBODIA, CLAIMING 
HE NO LONGER WANTS TO SERVE A GOVERNMENT HOSTILE TO THE 
BUDDHISTS. 

MEANWHILE, VIET CONG ACTIVITY DURING THE WEEK OF 26 
SEPTEMBER -H2 OCTOBER CONTINUED AT A HIGH LEVEL BUT DID NOT 
REACH THE RECORD PEAK OF TWO WEEKS AGO. THERE WERE MORE 
ATTACKS THAN THE PREVIOUS WEEK AND ONE COMPANY-SIZE ATTACK 
WAS REPORTED FROM THE II CORPS AREA WHICH NETTED THE VIET 
CONG MANY WEAPONS. THE I AND III CORPS REPORTED A LIGHT DE- 
CLINE OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITY THIS WEEK, BUT THE III CORPS RE- 
CORDED A SIZEABLE INCREASE OF ENEMY ACTIONS FOR THE SECOND 
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CONSECUTIVE WEEK. THE IV CORPS ALSO REPORTED INCREASED 
COMMUNIST ACTIVITY, ONE-THIRD OVER THAT OF LAST WEEK. ARMED 

attacks continued high against strategic hamlets. 

V I ET CONG ACTIVITY UP TO MID-AUGUST WAS CHARACTERIZED BY 
mz to TWO WEEKS OF INTENSIFIED ACTIVITY FOLLOWED BY A DECLINE 
OF FOUR TO FIVE WEEKS. THE VIET CONG HAVE NOW MAINTAINED A 
HIGH LEVEL OF ACTIVITY FOR THE LAST FIVE WEEKS INDICATING AN 
•ABILITY TO SUSTAIN MILITARY AND OTHER ACTIVITIES LONGER THAN 
TWO CONSECUTIVE WEEKS. CS) 

CNCERNING CASUALTIES . RVN PERSONNEL LOSSES DROPPED FROM 
THE HIGH OF LAST WEEK. 827 TO V 00 , INCLUDING 128 KILLED. VIET 
CONG LOSSES DROPPED AS. SHARPLY AS THOSE OF THE RVN, FROM 847 TO 
442 , OF WHICH 355 WERE KILLED. RVN TO '» IET CONG TOTAL PERSON- 
NEL LOSSES FOR THE PERIOD APPEAR ABOUT EQUAL, HOWEVER, THE RVN 
RETAINED A FAVORABLE KILL RATIO OF 2.8 TO i. 

IN 'OTHER DEVELOPMENTS, 0N2 OCTOBER 1963, J-2 NACV RECEIVED 
ITS FIRST TANGI3LE ALTHOUGH UNCONFIRMED EVIDENCE OF POSSIBLE 
INFILTRATION OF A MILITARY UNIT INTO 1 HE RvN IN 1963, WHEN A 
PRISONER-OF-WAR REPORT DATED 11 SEPTEMBER 1963 WAS FORWARDED 
FROM ARVN I CORPS. ACCORDING TO THE ?W , HIS UNIT WAS FORMED 
AT THE END OF 1962 AND RECEIVED INFILTRATION TRAINING AT 
VINH, NORTH VIETNAM. IN JANUARY 1963, THE UNIT, CONSISTING 
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OF 5 OFFICERS AND 102 MEN 9 COMMENCED ITS TRIP BY TRUCK AND 
FOOT ALONG THE LAOS/RVN BORDER TO QUANG TIN PROVINCE IN THE 
NORTHERN HIGHLANDS. IN MID-APRIL 1963, THE GROUP REACHED 
THE SITE OF HEADQUARTERS, 1ST VIET CONG .jtc'JIi'h'.NT , LOCATED IN 
WAR ZONE "X", AND WAS FORMED INTO THREE Pi-Ai CONS. . 


ANOTHER REPORT OF INFILTRATION WAS 
CONG PRIVATE CAPTURED I NAN GIANG r 
14 SEPTEMBER 1963. INDICATED HIS U 

j 

THE RVN FROM PHNOM PENH, CAMBODIA . 
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WITHOUT ANY CONDITIONS WHATSOEVER - •■* :, . ... 

IT APPEARS RAHMAN FEELS MALAYSIA IS IN A FAVORABLE POSITION INTERN A- 

■ Ai'flONALLY WHILE INDONESIA ENJOYS LITTLE SUPPORT AND IS EC ON CM I C ALLY 
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CONCERNED, THEREFORE HIS BEST COURSE 1 OF ACTION IS TO SIT TIGHT AND SEE 
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HOW THE SITUATION develops. 
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